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Victim Questions 
 
Tell me about your relationship. What is good and not so good about it? 
 
How does your family resolve conflict?  
 
What happens when your partner gets angry? 
 
What happens when you and your partner fight or disagree? 
 
How do you and your partner make decisions about parenting, money, social activities, 
etc.? 
 
Do you ever feel afraid of your partner? Do you feel you are in danger? 
 
Has your partner ever ridiculed, berated you? In what ways? 
 
Has your partner ever threatened you, your children or himself? 
 
Has your partner ever destroyed property during an argument or harmed a pet? 
 
Has your partner ever threatened to take the children away from you? 
 
Has your partner ever pushed, kicked, hit, choked or otherwise hurt you? If yes, tell me 
about the worst episode. What was the most recent episode? 
 
How frequently do the violent episodes occur? Have there been changes in the 
frequency or severity of abuse over the past year?  
 
Have weapons been used to threaten or harm you or other family members?  What kind 
and are they still present? 
 
Have your children ever tried to stop the abuse? 
 
Have the police aver been called to the house to stop assaults against you or the 
children? 
 
Are there any pending charges or have you filed for/received a protection order? 
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If a positive assessment for the presence of domestic violence occurs, then 
additional assessment should focus on: 
 
Does your partner limit your access to friends, family, and/or co-workers? 
 
Have you considered leaving your partner? 
 
How has the abuse affected the children? 
 
Do you have support people you can contact? 
 
Do you have a safety plan for you and your children? 
 
If the decision is made to proceed with the Family Group Decision Making 
Meeting, when no PFA is present and the abuser intends to participate, the 
following must be assessed and/or developed: 
 
Do they currently live together? 
 
Is domestic violence a subject that has been addressed publicly with him, by the police, 
a judge, the child welfare worker or other family members?  How did he react? 
 
What are her goals for having her partner there or not? 
 
What is her biggest fear if he does participate/doesn’t participate? 
 
What is her hope if he is present? 
 
Is he involved in any services?  What and for how long?  Are there any stresses in his 
life that might make him more violent? 
 
What are the triggers, signs, signals that your partner may become aggressive? 
 
Create an in-depth safety plan with the victim by the coordinator, the child welfare 
worker and/or the domestic violence advocate to use before, during, and after the 
meeting. 
 
If the woman or the coordinator believes it is too dangerous to conduct a FGDM 
meeting with the batterer present, it should not be done. 
 
Be aware, if the coordinator believes it is to dangerous to conduct a FGDM 
meeting with the batterer present but the woman is insisting that he be present, 
explore with her whether the batterer is actually doing the insisting. 
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Child Questions 
 
 
Do your mom and dad (boyfriend, step-parent, natural father, or partner) ever fight? 
 
What kinds of things do your mom and dad fight about? 
 
What happens when they fight? 
 
Do they yell at each other? 
 
Does either of them throw things? 
 
What do you think about when this happens? 
 
Do things happen like hitting, punching, kicking? Tell me a little about that. 
 
How does the hitting usually start? 
 
Has anyone ever gotten hurt? 
 
If someone got hurt, what happened after that? (Hospital, police) 
 
What did you do when someone got hurt? 
 
Did you ever get hit or hurt when mom and dad were fighting? Did your brother or sister 
get hurt? 
 
How do you feel when they fight? 
 
Has anyone told you not to tell about the fighting? 
 
What do you do when they are fighting? 
 
What would you do in an emergency? 
 
What would you like to see happen to make it better? 
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If the decision is made to proceed with the Family Group Decision Making 
Meeting, when no PFA is present and the abuser intends to participate, the 
following must be assessed and/or developed: 
 
What are the triggers, signs, and/or signals that dad is getting upset? 
 
What is the safety plan for you, your brother’s and sisters, and your mom? 
 
What would be your biggest fear if dad came to the meeting? 
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Batterer Questions 
 

Tell me about your relationship. What is good and not so good about it? 
 
How does your family resolve conflict?  
 
What happens when you get angry? 
 
What happens when you and your partner fight or disagree? 
 
How do you and your partner make decisions about parenting, money, social activities, 
etc.? 
 
Have you ever ridiculed, berated your partner? In what ways? 
 
Have you ever threatened your partner, your children or yourself? 
 
Have you ever destroyed property during an argument or harmed a pet? 
 
Have you ever threatened to take the children away? 
 
Have you ever pushed, kicked, hit, choked or otherwise hurt you? If yes, tell me about 
the worst episode. What was the most recent episode? 
 
How frequently do the violent episodes occur? Have there been changes in the 
frequency or severity of abuse over the past year?  
 
Have you used weapons to threaten or harm your partner or other family members?  
What kind and are they still present? 
 
Have your children ever tried to stop you from hitting your partner? 
 
Have the police ever been called to the house to stop assaults? 
 
Are there any pending charges or has your partner filed for/received a protection order? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Assessing for the Presence of  
Domestic Violence 

 

The Pennsylvania Child Welfare Resource Center 310: FGDM: Strategies to Empower Families Experiencing Domestic Violence 

  Handout #6, Page 6 of 6 

 
If a positive assessment for the presence of domestic violence occurs, then 
additional assessment should focus on: 
 
Do you limit your partner’s access to friends, family, and/or co-workers? 
 
Has your partner ever left you or tried to leave you? 
 
How has the abuse affected the children? 
 
If the decision is made to proceed with the Family Group Decision Making 
Meeting, when no PFA is present and the abuser intends to participate, the 
following must be assessed and/or developed: 
 
Do they currently live together? 
 
Is domestic violence a subject that has been addressed publicly with him, by the police, 
a judge, the child welfare worker or other family members?  How did he react? 
 
What are his goals for being there? 
 
What is his biggest fear if he does participate/doesn’t participate? 
 
What is his hope if he is present? 
 
Is he involved in any services?  What and for how long?  Are there any stresses in his 
life that might make him more violent? 
 
What are the triggers, signs, and signals that you may become aggressive? 
 
Create an in-depth safety plan with the perpetrator by the coordinator, the child welfare 
worker and/or the domestic violence advocate to use before, during, and after the 
meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Used with permission from The Pennsylvania Coalition Against Domestic Violence. 

 


